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me, and I'll be a father to you and your family; you shall go no more home to that poor cottage, you shall have something else to be thankful to God for than bread and water.
Witt. And't please your worship, I have much more to be thankful for than that already; but if God has been pleased to assist me to do you good in this great business of bringing such a soul as yours to the knowledge of himself, I shall have cause to praise him beyond all that ever I had before.
La. Well, William, I have sent for your wife and children; they shall be my care now, not yours ; I'll provide a house for you.
(He gave him a house and a little farm rent free to live on, and made him his bailiff, and receiver of the rents of the manor.)
Will. Your worship will be a father to me and my family, indeed, then; I can never deserve so much at your hands ; and't please you, I am very willing to work still for my bread, I thank your worship.
La. No, William, you shall never work any more for your bread ; you have been thankful for a little, William ; I heard you last night, when you were at prayer in your family, and giving thanks to God for the plenty you enjoyed. Poor William ! you do not know how it affected me, that never gave God thanks in my life; now you shall be thankful for better things.
Will. I shall be greatly bound to be thankful to your worship too, and't please you.
La. No, William, do not thank me, thank God still.
Will. An' your worship mend my condition, I fear my thankfulness to God should abate. When I lived so near misery and distress, it made me